[Anatomic variations of the vascular network of the first dorsal commissure. Uses of the kite flap].
Thirty dissections were performed on fresh, unfixed, adult cadavers after vascular injection of silastic or methylene blue. Analysis of the results led to replacement of the concept of a single dorsal intermetacarpal artery, the constant pedicle of the kite flap, by that of an intermetacarpal vascular system composed of one or two supra- and/or sub-aponeurotic vessels. The existence of distinct direct skin branches of this intermetacarpal vascular system is defined. The various possible modes of vascularisation of the kite flap are listed, defining the situations at risk and leading to precise practical applications in terms of surgical technique.